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Public Comment #1:
(with 1 attachment)
From:
Subject:
Date:

Kate Berry
Letter in Support of the April 13, 2020 Public Meeting
Fri 4/10/2020 12:51 PM

Please find attached a letter from the Federal Public Defender, District of Nevada, to be considered by the Nevada
Sentencing Commissioners at the public meeting this Monday, April 13, 2020.
Thank you so much for your consideration and please let me know if there is anything additional we can provide.
Best,
Kate

Kate Berry

Assistant Federal Public Defender
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FEDERAL PUBLIC

Rene L. Valladares
Federal PubUc Defend er
Dlstrtct of Nevada

DEFENDER

Lori C. Techer
i
FirstAssistant

of Nevada- - -Dstrict
i
411 E . BonnMUe Ave.
Suite #250
Las Vegas:. HV 89101
Tel: 702-388-6S77

April 10, 2020
State of Nevada
Department of Sentencing Policy
625 Fairview Drive, Suite 121
Carson City, NV 89701-5430
Re:

April 13, 2020 Public Meeting

Dear Nevada Sentencing Commissioners:
As the COVID-19 pandemic sweeps the world, we are all taking steps to protect the
health and safety of our communities. It is our honor as Federal Public Defenders to
represent men and women incarcerated in Nevada 's jails and prisons. We write to
express our strong support for the measures outlined in the SAFER plan, designed
to protect both the individ uals who will remain in custody during this pandemic and
the staff who voluntarily enter these facilities each day. Furthermore, we urg e
immediate action to depopulate our jails and prisons by releasing individ uals from
custody who do not pose a threat to public safety. This letter is written on behalf of
the approximately 50 attorneys for the Federal Public Defender, District of Nevada
who represent more than 500 clients in Nevada's jails and prisons.
There can be no doubt Nev ada 's incarcerated are among the most vulnerable to the
COVID-19 pandemic . Every day, individuals in custody depend upon state officials
to protect them. Incarcerated individ uals need protect ion now more than ever as
Nevada's jails and prisons are filled with individuals over the age of 65 as well as
those who have underlying health issues. Furthermore, soc ial distancing, one of the
primary recommendations of the CDC to prevent the spread of ooronavirus, is
practically impossible to achieve in custody.
The SAFER pl an helps protect those who will remain in custody throughout thip
pandemic by increasing access to medical care and supplies, implementing COVID19 screening and testing, and increasing sanitation. Furthermore, the SAFER plan
recognizes the need to maintain connection during this time - with family,
attorneys, and other professionals. Incarcerated individuals must have increased,

free access to phone and video visits to sus tain relationships, guarantee their right
to counsel, and protect the ir mental health.
The SAFER plan also urges state officials to find altern atives to i ncarceration for
individuals who do not pose a risk to public safety. Nevada has the opportunity to
join states across the country in releasing vulnerable, incarcerated individuals.
Doing so will protect the individuals released, the individuals who remain in
custody, and correctional workers and their families.
First, we advocate for the immediate release of people who have been granted
parole, but who have not yet been released . These individuals have already been
vetted by the Nevada Board of Parole Commissioners, have approved release plans,
and are not a risk to the community . Releasing them immediatelv not only ensures
the ir safety, but also decreases the spread of the disease to other incarcerated
individuals as well as correctional workers and their families. The Pardons Board
should commute their sentences so that they may be immediately released.•
Second, we advocate for the release of vulnerable individuals who are not yet
eligible for parole, but who will be within 18 months.2 This Commission should
empower the Nevada Board of Parole Commissioners to grant parole contingent
upon commutation by the Pardons Board for those people who would be otherwise
eligible for parole in the next 18 months and are vulnerable because of age and/or
underlying medical conditions.
Third, this Commission should consider the release of all non-violent offenders who
are serving sentences that would end in the next three years who can demonstrate
the equivalent of an approved parole plan. As with the prior group, this Commission
can empower the Parole Board to grant parole contingent upon a commutation from
the P ardons Board. Recent research shows that the coronavirus isn't a risk just to
the vulnerable, but to the young and healthy as well.3 This is particularly true in an
environment in whi ch CDC recommendations for prevention are impossible to
implement.

1 Commutation by the Pardons Board is necessary as these individuals have been granted
parole but cannot, without intervention, be released as they have not yet completed their
mandatory minimum sentences.
2I
ndividuals are typically considered for parole six months prior to their eligibility date,
thus this proposed procedure would accelerate that process by one year.
s See Washington Post, Hundreds ofyoung Americans haue now been kilkd by the
coronauirus, dota shows (April 8, 2020), https ://wapo.st/3b0FbxK; see also Las Vegas
Review.Journal, Las Vegas radio host's case fits emerging COVID-19pattern (April 8, 2020),
https://bit.ly/3c3Qclj.

This approach to releasing prisoners is in line with other states. California,4 New
Y ork,5 Ohio,6 and New Jersey,7 for example, have already released incarcerated

individuals. The governors of ColoradoS and h1ichigan9 have signed executive orders
allowing local offic ials to determine the scope of compassionate release. And New
Mexico has said it will release individuals and is working on a plan. 10

In Nevada, engaging the Pardons Board is necessary as existing state statutes do
not otherwise permit the release of vulnerable people in response to the novel
coronavirus. Nevada's compassionate release statute is limited to inmates who are
physically incapacitated, in ill health, or expected to die within 12 months. Nev.
Rev. Stat.§ 209.3925(1)(a). In order to achieve compassionate release, at least two
doctors must verify the inmate's condition. N e v . Rev. Stat.§ 209.3925(1)(b). Given
the extremely contagious nature of the coronavirus , waiting until people are already
ill or physically incapacitated will put a greater number of individuals at risk.
Moreover, the requirement for two doctors to verify the condition would be
impossible to achieve in the current environment because the statute requires that
one of the doctors not be emp loyed by the Department of Corrections. At this time,
no outside visitor can be admitted into the prison and, even if an exception were
made, Nevada's doctors are working around the clock and cannot be expected to
leave their patients in order to verify another doctor's findings. See Nev. Rev . Stat.
§ 20 9 .3925(1)(b)
There is also authority for release on geriatric parole. See Nev. Rev. Stat.
§ 213.12155 . However , this statute contemplates a complex application process and
notification to all state law enforcement agencies before holding a parole hearing.
Id. While such requirements are valid, they are impossible during the current
environment.
There is still time to prevent widespread illness and death in our state's jai ls and
prisons and avoid the crisis other states are experiencing . But we must act now and
• Los Angeles Times, Cc.lifornw. to https://lat.ms/3a WnjUN r()I as coronavirus spreads
inside prison (March 31, 2020), https:/llat.illt.saW'illl'O'lt<i".'"-'-""
• The New York Times, 'Jails Are Petri Dishes'.· Inmates Freed as the Virus Spreads &hind
Bars (March 30, 2020), at https://nyti. ms/34oijpj.
6 U.S . News & World Report Governor Provides List of 167 Inmates Eligible for Release
,
(April 7, 2020), https ://bit.ly/2 UW3eYZ.
.
'The New York Times, 1,000 Inmates Will Be Released From N J . Jails to Cttrb
Coronavirus Risk (March 23 , 2020), https://nyti.ms/2:rjAvUW.
8 The Denver Post
orders aimed at coronavirus relief
.
, Gov. Polis signs two new executive
(March 26, 2020), https://dpo.st /39UyUCy.
9 Detroit Metro Times, Gov. Whitmer moves to protect l\!ichigan prisons as coronauirus
spreads (March 30, 202 0),https://bit.ly/3eb7Sda.
10 Santa Fe New Mexican, Governor plans to release some nonviolent inmates amid virus
(April 3, 2020), https ://bit.ly/3c5owJq.

the investigation time typically required. by the Pardons Board. must be r educed to

ensure we act in time. Removing individuals from our jails and. prisons who do not

p-0se a threat to public safety will protect the lives of those we release , tho se who
remain in custody, and the correctional staff and their families. Depopulating our

jai ls and. prisons will also reduce daily carceral costs, freeing up necessary funding
to better serve those who remain in custody during this pandemic.

Sincerely ,

·, 1·

Rene L. Valladares
Federal Public Defender

[c,,·R-

Lori C. Teicher
First Assistant

Public Comment #2
(with 1 attachment)
From:
Subject:
Date:

Carol O’Hare
Nevada Sentencing Commission Special Meeting
Fri 4/10/2020 7:22 PM

Greetings:
Please enter the attached letter into the public comment for the April 13, 2020 special meeting of the Nevada Sentencing
Commission and distribute it to the members of the Commission. Please note, some of the signatories may also desire to
enter separate comments during the public hearing. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me
or Dayvid Figler directly via email.
Thank you,
Carol O'Hare
Executive Director
Nevada Council on Problem Gambling
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Public Comment #3
(with 1 attachment)
From:
Subject:
Date:

Holly Welborn
ACLU of Nevada Public Comment NSC April 13
Sat 4/11/2020 5:19 PM

Attached is the ACLU of Nevada’s written public comment for the April 13, 2020 meeting of the Nevada Sentencing
Commission. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Holly Welborn
Policy Director
ACLU of Nevada
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Public Comment #4
From:
Subject:
Date:

Alyn Wolf
Sentencing Commission 4/13/2020
Sat 4/11/2020 9:26 PM

Judge Hardesty RE: COVID 19
Putting in a plea of consideration for my brother, Gregory Wolf, for compassionate release as soon
as possible. The ongoing pandemic makes his release even more justifiable.
Background for request: Greg is 74 years of age and has been incarcerated for 25 years at the prison
in Lovelock, Nevada. Greg is going blind in both eyes due to cataracts. We have tried in vain to get
this attended to. Greg is also sex offender status which puts him in an even more dangerous position
overall.
I feel that a compassionate release of some kind would truly benefit both Greg and the prison
community. I stand ready as his brother to take full responsibility for his care and direction upon his
release. The two of us have been communicating for years as to how to improve his situation.
Greg has been unable to find his way through the legal system that is filled with errors in his case...he
has been unable to obtain proper legal assistance.
He is no longer, in my opinion, a threat to society, and that at his age along with good behavior
should have a significant bearing on his release. The parole hearings have been few and far
between.
Thanking you in advance for your consideration.
Alyn Wolf

Public Comment #5:
(with 7 attachments)
From:
Subject:
Date:

Mercedes Maharis
Public Comment: Short Film + Attached Supportive Research Documents
Mon 4/13/2020 2:45 PM

Hello, again,
Can you please add an addendum to my submission to the Sentencing Commission meeting this AM?
See attached. It is a population tracking comparison that went with the other ducuments.
I apologize.
If you cannot, how do I get it to the Sentencing Commission Members?
Thank you so much for all you do to help others!
mm
RE: Double Danger for our Nevada Department of Corrections Sex Offender Population?
1) A 38% death risk, plus 2) COVID-19 Vulnerability now.
Request:
Professional Mental and Physical Care and COVID-19 Testing for every NDOC Sex Offender.
=============================
The link below is my public comment submission for our Nevada Sentencing Commission meeting 13 April 2020, 10:AM.
Please play this film as my public comment? It is part of the Kinsey Institute Indiana University Media Online Collection:
https://media.dlib.indiana.edu/media_objects/3x8173542
===============================
In addition, (6) relevant research documents (including 2 printed chart clips from the film) as well as supportive research
results that followed Nevada sex offender parole cases July 2013 through May 2014. Research reveals the enormous
financial impacts upon the taxpayers, unnecessarily, in my opinion.
NOTE: The total costs do not include inaccessible and unknown medical, administrative, NDOC, and parole expenses to
process hearings during the process. I estimate that these would add millions more if they could ever be accessed and
calculated.
Finally, 2 questions...
1) Do you know how many cases of prison staff altering Static-99rs (sex offender risk assessments) are in our Nevada
courts now that are reported as adding years to parole dumps? Years that our prisoners can never recover? And that we
pay for?
2) How serious currently is the parole bottleneck for our NV sex offenders? I am asking you to have these serious issues
analyzed and please let me know.
3) What percentage of our NV prison population is older and needs to be released because of their vulnerabilities? Dr.
Karen Gedney's excellent article in the Reno Gazette about the COVID-19 virus and how prisoners are medically 10 years
older than their chronological age... and her previous experience as an NDOC senior physician is something that I hope
that everyone who is a NV Sentencing Commission will read:

https://www.rgj.com/story/opinion/voices/2020/04/06/when-covid-19-moves-into-your-prison-karengedney/2958043001/?open-comments=true
Quote: "We also know that if you are older you have a greater chance of dying. Did you know that inmates are medically
10 years older than their chronological age because of their lifestyle choices? They also have more heart and lung
problems. Before smoking was banned in the prison, 90% of my inmate population smoked.
Stress, poor nutrition and lack of quality sleep are common in a prison and they all affect the inmates ability to fight the
virus. Do you see why I’m worried about the inmates as well as the staff who are responsible for them? It can be a perfect
storm." End Quote.
Source: Reno Gazette
In addition, I support the ACLU recommendations in the Nevada Independent about releasing prisoners in NDOC and in
jails:
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/aclu-asks-governor-for-sweeping-action-to-release-inmates-curb-spread-ofcovid-19
Source: The Nevada Independent
In closing, our Nevada governmental prerogative must not diminish individual well-being. Accepting authority is to accept
responsibility.
Thank you for your consideration.
Mercedes Maharis MA MS MA
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum Member, Senate District 3
Nevada Chaplain
Lifetime Member CURE Washington DC
Past Director NV Cure
Disclaimer: The State of Nevada may have more current or accurate information, therefore, we make no warranties or
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the information contained in these documents. Please
check the official sources. The Producer and Producer's Agents used their best efforts in collecting and preparing the
enclosed information. We do not assume, and hereby disclaim, any and all liability for any loss or damage caused by
errors or omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident or other causes.
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th e ob ectivity of soci al s cienc e? This continuing pra ctice, in my opi nion, i s at gre at t axp ayer cost and physica l risk
to this d isable d pop u l ation . Memb ers of the Nevada Board of Paro le Commissi oners (NBPC) h av e di scr eti on to
grant or deny paro le . (So urc e: Ch airman Conn ie S . Bisb ee, 29 Oct 2012, NBPC m eeting)

I s th e bo ard's pra cti ce of o v erriding t he St ati c-99R with th e bo ard's ow n non sp ecific risk as s es sment and di s cr eti on
pra ctica.l? I n my o p ini on, and in th e opin
. ion of Nancy St eel e, PhD, this pra ctice i s not . Bas ed upon my
re se arch, neg ative soci al and fiscal cons equences are the r esult➔ See Atta ch ed for Data .

sound and

"It does nor look to me like the Parole Boord hos a risk assessment. The sheets I read ore simply a record of their
decisions. There is no rorionoJe or scjence behind their decjsions other than their own personal feelings about
things. The Storic-99R hos over 20 years of research linking vorious objective factors to known recidivism rotes ofi
co nvicted sex offenders. Just keep_ asking them for the science behind parole board decisions, the known success
rote of their decisions."
NancySteele, PhD
10Aprill014

Th e NBPCs overriding Sta ti c-99Rs aeat es socia l and fiscal unaccept able imp acts, in my o pini on. Furth er,
wh at pro of do we h ave th at th e NBPC's overriding p ol icy is enhancing public s afety? Wh at p aro le board study
proves th e meri t of keepin g low risk offend ers i n pr ison? T o my knowled ge, th e re i s no st udy. See Endos ed
spr eadshe ets for th e prelim inary so cial and fisca l im
. my opinion, th e boar. d is cr eating .
. pacts th at,. in
G oals: May this work ins pir e a form al independ ent audit that will sh ed compl ete light on th e e normous co st of th e
NBPC'.s ",rrent overriding pol iq by ,al"-'liting ,omplete e xpen.ses .stemming fr om NBPC acti on.s tha t al.so in,lude
me dica l expens es, admi nistrative, and pro gr ammin g exp en ses an d any oth er expe nses not available for this st udy.
the to ta l d ea th imp a ct on our disabled sex offend er p opulation in divid uals 2007 thro ugh
2014, aver age a ge, how many suffer ed atta cks and how l o ng ffley l ived in solita ry co nf inement befor e they di ed.

We also need to k now

1

The subjects found in thi s cate g or y t o ta l mo re than half of those de ni ed parole, The impact of thi s gro up c annot
b e d et ermined at this time.
;graph ; an d

1) Enact a NV l eg islat ive requirem ent for th e NV parole b oard to g o before a judg e to sho w ju st cau se for the
b oard's overriding Stati c-99 low ris k results for sex offend ers with their own, nonspecif ic risk asse ss ment; plus ,
2) Enact a NV legislative requirem ent that instead of u ncertified NOOC employees, only certified sex offend er
mental health offic er s shall a) administ er and b) deliver the Static -99R risk asses sm ents to the parole boa rd.
Calrfomia has onl y th ose c ertified t o wor k with their sex offEn d er populat ion t o interfa ce with thi s po pulat ion;
3) Allo w all prison er s t o review their Sta t ic - 99R res ults prior to NBPC s ubmission so they can be assured that
admini st rat ors have co rrected any errors and refig ured their risk asse ss ments prior to NBPC s ubmi ssion;
4) Assemble a random group of 423 prisoners eligible for parole du rin g the time period of this analysis (J ul y 2013
throu gh May 2014) from the general p opulation to compare the NP8C actions m ade concerning NV sex off ender s
to d eter mine whether stigma were present ag ainst sex offend ers , by com pari son; an
. d
5) Review NV s ex offender laws c om pared to th ose in New hrs ey an
. d I owa, as 2 exam ples, to det ermine the
changes in NV law need ed to adopt a more hum ane process for thi s spec ia.l populat ion.

2
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NV Parole Board Sex Offender Action Sample July 2013 - May 2014
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Fiscal Years 2007 - 2014 NV Prison Population*
(*2007 and 2008 Estimate) Including Sex Offenders (SO's)
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Public Comment #6:
(with 1 attachment)
From:
Subject:
Date:

Susan Chandler
public comment Nevada Sentencing Commission
Sun 4/12/2020 7:08 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to submit public commentary for the Monday, April 13, 2020 meeting of the Nevada
Sentencing Commission in connection with its discussion of COVID-19 in Nevada prisons. I have attached my comment.
Sincerely,
Susan Chandler, MSW, PhD
Associate Professor Emeritus
University of Nevada, Reno
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Victoria Gonzalez, Executive Director
State of Nevada Department of Sentencing Policy
625 Fairview Drive
Carson City, NV 89701

April 12, 2020

Dear Victoria Gonzalez and members of the Sentencing Commission,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the COVID-19 crisis within Nevada prisons. I am retired from 25 years of teaching at
the University of Nevada, Reno, and for the past seven years, have been teaching, on a volunteer basis, classes in creative writing
and cultural perspectives to men incarcerated at the Northern Nevada Correctional Center. I thank the Department of Corrections
and NNCC for this tremendously meaningful teaching opportunity.
I am extremely concerned for the well-being of staff and incarcerated men and women in Nevada prisons. Here in my small Reno
home, I am able to construct walls between myself and the virus that I hope will be effective. I do not need to tell you that in prison,
that would be impossible. For the most part, men are housed in beds are just three feet apart; they eat, shower, work, exercise and
toilet together; there is no space to socially distance; and basic necessities, like masks, are not available.
I urge the Sentencing Commission to immediately visit a Nevada prison, not virtually, but in person, and talk with both inmates and
staff about COVID-19. Is that dangerous? Somewhat, but the Commission, staff, and prisoners could don protective gear and be
distanced from each other. I believe such a visit is a moral imperative if the Commission is to act responsibly, for if you are afraid,
how much more afraid are prisoners and staff with so little to protect them?
Two questions face authorities: 1) how to reduce jail and prison populations; and 2) how to protect the prisoners and staff who must
remain inside. In both areas, time is of the essence.
•

Release. Because a) it is impossible to socially distance inside a prison, and b) prisons do not possess the resources to be
health facilities, many authorities believe that release is the only effective means to address the COVID-19 pandemic inside.
I think the public imagines that all incarcerated people are dangerous, and that to release them would jeopardize public
safety. My experience is the opposite. I have taught men, now in their 70s and 80s, who have been incarcerated for
decades, and who during those years have turned their lives around. These lifers or near-lifers regularly and generously
offer support to younger men. They should be released. Others to be considered for release include men and women
within a year of their sentences’ end; those in prison for technical parole violations; men and women imprisoned for nonviolent acts (e.g., DUIs), and the very sick.

•

Protection. I believe the state must move immediately to secure supplies that will reduce the spread of COVID-19 (masks,
soap, disinfectant, etc.), and mobilize a literal staff and prisoner “army” to make keep facilities virus-free. It is not
impossible to imagine such a mobilization. Staff and the inmates themselves will have many ideas for how to do it.

Thank you for your attention. May I add in closing, that this is a chance for members of the Sentencing Commission to add with
courage and wisdom. Thank you for your work and my best to you.
Sincerely,
Susan Chandler, MSW, PhD
NDOC Education Volunteer
Associate Professor Emeritus
University of Nevada, Reno

Public Comment #7:
(with 2 attachments)
From:
Subject:

Tonja Brown
PUBLIC COMMENT Nevada Sentencing Commission from Tonja Brown, Advocates for the Inmates and
the Innocent

Date:

Sun 4/12/2020 8:14 PM

I am submitting the two attachments Letter from Tonja Brown and letter from Mr. Bruce Birch, for the Agenda Item 2
Public Comment.
Thank You!
Tonja Brown, Advocates for the Inmates and the Innocent
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April 13, 2020
Tonja Brown, Advocates for the Inmates and the Innocent
2907 Lukeris Lane

Carson City, NV 890706
775-882-2744

775-671-5037

Dear Nevada Sentencing Commission:
I am writing to you on behalf Assembly Bill 236. Over the years there has been several discussions

pertaining to the felony B and C categories and the amount of time a defendant receives and out of those

categories which ones should be revised. Some of the discussions involved misdemeanors and whether or

not a felony conviction should be a misdemeanor or what was once a felony is now a misdemeanor
conviction.

I recently have received correspondence from Inmate Bruce Birch

who is incarcerated at the Ely

State Prison. I've also received phone calls from him. I believe that Mr. Birch's situation could be one for
this Commission to consider looking at to determine if the crime really fits the punishment.

It is my understanding through correspondence and speaking with Mr. Birch, he claims to his knowledge
that the Nevada Department of Corrections does not have any one in prison or at least in Ely State Prison
who is doing a life without the possibility of parole for a non violent offense such as what he was

incarcerated for.

Mr. Bruce Birch claims that he had been arrested and convicted for a total of 6 times starting with his first

arrest and conviction in 1975. Two of those arrests are no longer legal in today's current laws. One of the
conviction's was possession of less than one ounce of marijuana and another for stealing tools that were just
over the$ 100.00 limit. He had other arrests that were misdemeanors. He was deemed a habitual criminal
and given a life sentence without the possibility of parole.

Mr. Birch claims that he has applied to the Pardons Board to have his life sentence without the possibility
of parole to be commuted to life with the possibility of parole only to have been denied due access to the
Pardons Board's based on their requirements.

Mr. Birch is serving a life sentence without the possibility of parole for these crimes all are of which are

n o n - violent crimes. This is costing the taxpayers a great deal of monies to keep him and others like him

incarcerated and I ask that his case and others like his be consider for review by this Commission. I also ask
that AB 236 to be revised to include "Retroactively" so that people like Mr. Birch and others can seek their
freedom and relieve the taxpayer of the financial burden to incarcerate them.

RespectfulJy,
TonjaBrowWn, Advocates for the Inmates and the Innocent, President
2907 Lukens Lane

Carson City, NV 89706
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Public Comment #8:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Jessica Kulka
Re: Cedric Kulka HDSP Covid19
Sun 4/12/2020 9:35 PM

Hopefully this helps. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you for all you do,
Jessica Kulka
On Sun, Apr 12, 2020, 10:19 PM Jessica Kulka wrote:
To Whom It May Concern:

My child, Cedric Kulka, is an inmate at HDSP in Indian Springs Nevada. He was sentenced as an adult at 16yrs old and has now
just turned 22. He is do to be released mid to end of May. Now I fear after all these years of waiting to have my child home he
may either not be released or worse. No mother should worry about possibly receiving their child home in a box.
The prisons are not forthcoming with information, and continue to lie to the public about supposed precautions being taken.
Myself and many other family members hear from our incarcerated loved ones regarding how they are really handling the
situation at hand.
We hear stories of guards not using gloves when handling food, not wearing masks even though they hang from their necks.
Inmates are not being given cleaning supplies, are not being fed properly, and they are not being tested for covid19. They are
on 24 hr lockdown, only being let out every three days for a 10 minute shower and a 10 minute phone call. Sometimes they are
not even given that, and are told shower or phone call, pick one. How is this acceptable?
During normal circumstances these forgotten souls, silenced and locked away by an unjust and broken system are denied
basic rights on a daily basis. They are denied medical treatment all the time without a pandemic. Left to sit in cells sick or injured
with no help. What will happen now with a silent killer on the loose. Cedric Kulka along with many others were not handed a
death sentence due to their crime, yet somehow we now feel it is acceptable to give them one.
By not reducing the prison population we are putting so many people at risk. The inmates, the workers in these facilities, the
workers families, and the general public. This vicious virus has no boundaries and will not remain locked away behind prison
walls.
So many families are living in fear that they will never see their loved ones again. Many Inmates are not dangerous criminals
and have done the majority of their time. Why are they not being released to protect so many lives? Why will so many loose their
second chance? Why are the prisons allowed to lie about what's really going on behind those walls? Since when did it become
acceptable in our country to turn prisons into death camps?
Like so many men and woman, my son, Cedric Kulka, is not just a number. He is a son, a brother, a nephew, a grandson, he is
a person. He made a terrible mistake at a very young age and deserves a second chance at life, not a possible death sentence.
So many others like him are due to come home shortly and our prisons refuse to do the right and ethical thing.
I am only a mother trying to protect her child. Is that not what a mother should do? Yet my cries for answers and help continue
to go ignored, as well as so many other concerned family members.
Today I plead with you to please help shed light on this national situation. Please help us bring our loved ones home safe. Make
these prisons answer for their mistakes, and wrong doings. They are not just putting our incarcerated loved ones at risk, but the
whole country as well. Don't let them continue to destroy families and hand down possible death sentences.
At this moment I live in constant fear that I may never see my son again. If he gets sick and needs help he can not call 911, he
can not get to a hospital. In my heart I know they will lock him in a cell and watch him die, like they are doing to so many others
at this time across our country. These prisons must be held accountable and forced to do the right thing to protect our loved
ones and the community as a whole.
Last I spoke to my son he said, " I wish I had a voice so I could speak the truth. They are treating us like animals. Why do they
not see that we are people too?"
I vowed to be his voice, and do all I can to help bring the current situation in these prisons to light. To help put pressure where it
is needed in order to help protect all our loved ones that have been silenced.
Today I ask you to help me keep my promise to my child. Please help us protect our children and loved ones. Don't wait for
mass deaths to occur behind prison walls and within our communities. Your choice today has the opportunity to save so many
lives. May you and all your loved ones stay healthy and safe throughout these trying times.
Respectfully,
Jessica Kulka

Public Comment #9:
From:
Subject:
Date:

John Johnson
Re:
Mon 4/13/2020 10:08 AM

Hello,
My name is John Johnson and I'm offender here in Nevada. I got out of prison in 2016 and found it extremely difficult to
find employment and resources. Today those same barriers remain. As you look to release inmates back into the
community how are you going to make sure that there are enough programs and services to help the influx of people
who will be needing help and support.
The Coronavirus pandemic has made a severe economic impact on Nevadans current social services are strapped to the
max.
There needs to be money allocated to help support more nonprofits in dealing with the increased need

Public Comment #10:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Jasmine Suarez
ICE detainees that are in prison
Mon 4/13/2020 10:15 AM

What's the measurements that the state of Nevada will take with all inmates in the NDOC that have an immigration
hold. It's being talked about possibly releasing non violent offenders with 2 years or less in there sentence, will this
apply to all I.C.E detainees well? Should we expect a massive deportation?
Thank you

Public Comment #11:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Nicole Brown
Public comment
Mon 4/13/2020 11:04 AM

To whoM it may concern
I am writting on behalf of my incarcerated girlfriend JACKLYN STROSNIDER
SHE HAS ALREADY DONE 12 YEARS ON THIS CASE. SHE DID GET A TECHNICAL PAROLE VIOLATION FOR NOT REPORTING
FOR 65 DAYS BUT NO NEW CHARGES. SHE WAS GIVEN 2 YEARS AND HAS 7 MONTHS LEFT. SHE HAS BEEN WRITEUP FREE
FOR THE LAST 6 MONTHS. SHE HAS BEEN PROGRAMMING SINCE SHES BEEN RE INCARCERATED SHES DOING 12 STEPS
THROUGH THE BEHIND THE WALLS PROGRAM OFFERED. SHES IN 2 PROGRAMS AS WELL RIGHT NOW. SHE ALSO IS A
WORKER.
JACKLYN HAS AN ABUNDANCE OF SUPPORT HERE IN THE COMMINUTY ESPECIALLY HERE IN RENO WHERE SHE GOT
SOBER. SHE ALSO HAS HER JOB WAITING FOR HER AS SOON AS SHE GETS OUT AND ALSO A PLACE TO COME TO AS SOON
AS SHE GETS OUT.I AM NOT A FELON I WORK AT PANASONIC HERE IN NORTHERN NEVADA. I BELIEVE HER GETTING OUT
SHE WOULD BE ABLE TO GET BACK IN THE NA PROGRAM AND START WORKING AGAIN. SHE HAS SO MUCH SUPPORT
HERE IN THE COMMUNITY AND CAN EVEN RETURN BACK TO THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER WHICH IS A
TRANSITIONAL/REHAB WHICH CATERS TO WOMEN WHO ARE IN PRISON.
I HOPE YOU TAKE MY LETTER INTO CONSIDERATION
SINCERELY
NICOLE BROWN

Public Comment #12:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Priscilla L. Vogel
Public meeting
Mon 4/13/2020 11:08 AM

Dear Sir, Madam,
Hereby I am sending an email, due to the public meeting regarding the release of inmates in the state of Nevada.
My boyfriend, Ricky Brown has been serving a sentence since 2013. He has been in prison since he was a minor (16) and
has already served his minimum sentence. Due to the bad inviorement in the prison he has had serveral write ups in the
past. He has been write up free for the past 7/8 months, and is trying hard to stay on the right path so that he can be
with his father who has bad health issues. Mr. Brown his Sent MPR date is in 11 months, March 2021. His Sent PEXD is
September 2021.
Due to the corona virus he wishes badly to be out, because his father is a heart patient and he is very worried about his
health during these horrible times.
Mr. Brown has a job lined up when he will be released and has family that will support him. He will have a place to
parole to.
Thanks for reading.
Best regards,
Priscilla Vogel

Public Comment #13:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Tonya Brown
2nd Public Comment from Tonja Brown.
Mon 4/13/2020 11:09 AM

Today we are discussing the Corona Virus and what needs to be done to protect the health and safety of our NDOC
staff, inmates and the public.
I would like to bring up the 2007 outbreak of MRSA that was within in the NDOC. I had personally witnessed how a
contiguous disease could easily be spread through out the visiting room and out in to the public.
I would like to make my four recommendations.
1. The visiting room tables to be wiped down with a disinfectant spray every time a visitor and inmate leaves the visiting
room. This must be done before another new visitor and inmate sits down for their visit.
2. I would like to see disinfectant wipes placed at all vending machines for each person to use them before and after
they have touched the vending machines
3. For the inmates I would like to recommend that all Inmates be provided a disinfectant wipe before and after they
use the phones.
4. For the NDOC to have disinfectant wipes available for all staff members to use when entering and leaving the prisons
and buildings.
Respectfully,
Tonja Brown, President
Advocates for the Inmates and the Innocent.

Public Comment #14:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Kristina Wildeveld, Esq.
FW: SENTENCING COMMISSION COMMENT : [FWD: RE: Inmate RELEASE request/ Inmates near end of
sentences or paroled/compromised inmates]
Mon 4/13/2020 11:01 AM

I did not get this letter to Chairman Diricco, Justice Hardesty or Senator Pickard if this can be forwarded to
them.
Thank you,
Kristina
VELD LAW
Kristina Wildeveld, Esq.
The Law Offices of Kristina Wildeveld and Associates
-------- Original Message -------Subject: RE: Inmate RELEASE request/ Inmates near end of sentences or
paroled/compromised inmates
Date: Thu, April 09, 2020 3:42 pm
4/9/2020
Governor Sisolak and To Those it May Concern,
I have previously sent this email and I am sending it again with an update with additional names as it is my
understanding that there is an item on Monday's Sentencing Commission agenda addressing these issues.
I am working with the various groups of attorneys addressing these issues but I have compiled a list of
specific names most of which I have back up information on and contact information for their family
members out of custody.
As it has been said again and again, the Country faces unprecedented challenges from the novel Coronavirus
pandemic. Those detained in jails and prisons face particularly grave danger. Realistically, the best —
perhaps the only — way to mitigate the damage and reduce the death toll for them is to decrease the jail
and prison population by releasing as many people as possible. To that end, our office has identified a list
of persons that we are aware of that are near the end of their sentence, have had parole hearings that were
granted and/or are eligible and qualify for the 305 or 317 program and can be released to stable home
environments immediately. In addition, some are also vulnerable because of their health conditions and/or
age.
These penalties were never meant to be death sentences and at this time we ask that the following State
inmates be released at this time. If you would like our office to coordinate and identify other individuals,
please let us know. We have the resources to tap into and a wide network of court officers including District
Attorneys and defense attorneys to help identify other inmates who can qualify for whatever criteria that
can be agreed upon. This is an unprecedented situation which qualifies for emergency measures. Time is of
the essence. I look forward to your response. Prison and or jail is no place for someone considered to be
high risk for COVID-19 – and it is only a matter of time before there is a greater crisis in the prisons and
the other facilities. Here is an abbreviated list of identified inmates who are either at risk by age, have
health issues, a combination of both or are paroled or have release dates coming up in the near future with
homes to be released to:

CASA GRANDE:
Gaston Martinez - CASA Grande - pending application for 317 program - eligible -attends CSN, works full
time at Monzu restaurant in Las Vegas, has home to be released to with family.
FLORENCE MCCLURE:
Jamie Shuey - FMWCC - granted parole 2/2020 due to be released 5/2020 she has high blood pressure
and takes Lipitor. She would be released to go to Texas to her family. Would need ICPC done after
release. She has job and parole plan
Latosha Chilton - FMWCC -granted parole 2/2020 due to be released 5/2020 has medical issues and home
to be released to immediately. Has home, job and release plan
Debra Clendenning - FMWCC - serving for embezzlement (problem gambler)- 61 years old, in since 2015.
Eligible 4/2023. Victim wanted her in minimum of 6 years. She has health issues and home to be released
to
Sondra Seabrook request for release under AR 523.04,298 Program, compassionate release request. 74
years old and has numerous ailments the least concerning of which is hypertension. Has home to be released
to and medical
Diane Davis - FMWC. Began serving sentence 4/2019 eligible 6/16/21. 65 years old suffers from asthma,
diabetes. She is serving for arson for setting her own trailer on fire. Her dogs perished.
Janet Solander - FMWCC wheelchair bound numerous health issues late 60s. She just began serving a
lengthy sentence for child abuse. She was a foster parent. Her case was just granted oral argument. She
could be released to her older daughters pending appeal.
Phyllis Miller - FMWCC Aiding and Abetting in custody since 1993 She is 74 years old and has had surgery
2x and died on the table 1x and has a severe heart condition.
SDCC
Robert Servin - Southern Desert - granted Parole 1/27/20 due to be released now or before 5/2020. Has
release plan and home w/ICPC delayed until JUNE??? But can go to a ½ house which is prepaid and has a
bed in Nevada at Samaritan contact Kevin Denny .
Barry Rowe– Paroled as of 1/2020 release date 4/15/2020 but going to a half way house.
Angel Diaz– AB267 juvenile parole as of 7/2020 board 4/27/2020 delayed. Previous pardons board client.
In since 14 has a home and family to be released to.
HDCC
William Rohweder - High Desert - AB267 eligible to the street 7/2018 next parole hearing 7/2020. Eligible
to street. Would be released to family in Nevada has family and home.
Benjamin Narter - HDSP Parole due 9/2020 on a 4 year sentence for a non-violent felony for $50,000 in
mortgage fraud was probationable. He can be released to his father who lives in Las Vegas.
Warm Springs:
Adam Temple parole due 12/2020 He saved an inmate’s life at Warm springs in 2017, has a release plan
already, home and job
Nathan Ullrich parole board in 5/2020 has a release plan, home and job
- age 41, Diabetes
Philip Stott - age 60, Hep C, Chronic Cough
Robert Lisenbee - age 54 - Hep C, Heart Disease *In on a Revo... no new case
James Wardell - age 59 - Severe Liver Cancer *Prison won't treat him because so close to PEXD - 60 days

Daniel Rifkin - age 35 - Hep C w/ kidney & liver damage
Jay Thomas - age 41 - Liver/GI conditions stemming from resolved Hep C drug trafficking
Gary Davis - age 40- Acute Asthma
James Smith - age 55 – Hypertension, Heart issues, *Had a Bariatric surgery
Joaquin Gibson - age 53, Hep C w/ liver disease, Respiratory & Hyper Thyroid
James Dempsey - age 48, Graves' Disease, Hep C, Weak Immune System
Branden Mood - age 32, Acute Asthma
Eric Knoblauch - age 42, - Acute Asthma
Michael Bessey -chronic asthma and allergies
Mike Swerdling - PED in December
Anthony Gantt - Warm Springs - he is in custody on a parole violation for smoking pot. Due to be released
4/1/20 but it is being delayed due to this situation and told that it won’t be until this is over. He has 9
children at home, paroled to same home parole knows
Charles Stanton Warm Springs Paroled as of 2/24/2020 release date 3/9/2020 has home to go to
Dan Southern PED 3/4/2020 release date 4/5/20 has home to be released to
LOVELOCK
Robert Stockmeier - Lovelock - parole granted 2/2020 due to be released 5/2020 has home to be released
to. Can be released to family.
NNCC
Carlos Valez - NNCC had a parole hearing 9/2019 but was denied. He is eligible to be immediately released
to be deported back to Columbia where he has half of his family and a home. He has severe medical issues
including asthma.
Dorian Daniels - chronic lung disease, in a wheelchair and oxygen machine - been asked to sign a DNR
goes to board on final 10-25 this year to be released to streets. Served 27 years. Can be released to sister
in community.
Bobby Dodge expires 6/2020 on current list for camp
Jackson James 4/2021 possession
Jelee White paroled on violent 40 y/o
ELY
Brandon Allan Ely State Prison Serving 2* Murder - victim was fiancé - her mom forgave him at parole
board 7/30/19, board passed to July 2021. He is already eligible to the street and could have been released
7/2019. Brandon's family lives in Reno and can take him in immediately. Brandon has Hep C untreated and
Hypertension.
Ramon Rodriguez - Ely Parole hearing 3/2020 due to be released by 5/2020.

CCDC:
Capri Harris - CCDC - has hold on him from Minnesota - has hypertension and bronchial issues. Ask to be
released to Minnesota hold where there is currently no outbreak in MN jail or prison and better situation
than NV. His family is deeply concerned for his health.
OUT OF CUSTODY:
Scott Cochran, he has served his time, is out of custody, currently trying to get his plea withdrawn or case
picked up by the DA conviction integrity unit. He is a victim of the infamous Rita Colon - she was his "victim"
in this case. He has always maintained his innocence. He is a respiratory therapist. He wants to help where
he can at this time but he is limited by his conviction, while he should be off of the sex offender list by now,
he is not because of the recent change in law. He is now limited in his ability to help with all of the respiratory
patients that otherwise need his help. He is current on all of his licensing and education. We want to give
him back the ability to work freely in his field.
We will continue to update the list as we become aware of clients that are due to be released, near the end
of their sentences and are facing medical issues in the State system.
We appreciate all you are doing at this time. We are available to help in any way we can.
Thank you in advance and I look forward to hearing from you,
Kristina
VELD LAW
Kristina Wildeveld, Esq.
The Law Offices of Kristina Wildeveld and Associates

Public Comment #15:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Alford
Meals
Mon 4/13/2020 11:17 AM

Why have inmates meals been reduced so drastically? Yesterday for breakfast my fiancé received one egg and a small
scoop of oatmeal. Today was one egg and two sausage links. He says all meals have been significantly reduced
Cindy Alford

Public Comment #15a:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Alford
Hand sanitizer
Mon 4/13/2020 11:19 AM

Hand sanitizer has been taken away from all inmates that it had been provided to because of inmates drinking it. My
fiancé at NNCC never received any and it has never been made available even under supervision
Cindy Alford

Public Comment #15b:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Alford
Inmate calls
Mon 4/13/2020 11:11 AM

Price of inmate calls was not reduced
Cindy Alford

Public Comment #15c:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Alford
Video visits?
Mon 4/13/2020 11:12 AM

Is there any plan to allow video visiting until this clears up?
Cindy Alford

Public Comment #15d:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Alford
Phone calls
Mon 4/13/2020 3:49 PM

Yes we are getting two free calls but director Daniels stated the calls payed for the prices had been reduced. The payed
calls have not been reduced.
He is stating hand sanitizer is available being brought around units, I have multiple reports that it is not
Cindy Alford

Public Comment #16:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Tara Zimmerman
Public Comment for Sentencing Commission
Mon 4/13/2020 11:20 AM

Since there are plans to raise the juvenile age from under 18 to under 21 (NRS 176.025, NRS 213.12135, etc) in the next
Legislative session (2021) can the Commission, Board, and/or Legislature pass this now in an emergency session to help
reduce prison overcrowding due to Covid-19 concerns?
Tara C. Tuttle, Esq.

Public Comment #17:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Élodie Hutchinson
Comment for NV Sentencing Commission
Mon 4/13/2020 12:31 PM

Good morning,
A lot of families and loved ones of inmates have concerns about visitation.
It seems obvious right now that the United States and the State of Nevada will not get rid of the Coronavirus,
at least not completely, before a vaccine is finally manufactured, which is unlikely to happen before 2021.
Families understand that visitation has to be suspended during the confinement, but obviously the visits
cannot be suspended for another year after that. Is the NDOC working on a plan to have the visits resumed in
a near future and at the same time ensure safety to all of the parties involved?
Thank you,

Public Comment #18:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Nicole Tate
Public Comment for 4/13/2020
Mon 4/13/2020 12:31 PM

Dear Sirs & Madams of the Sentencing Commission and Anyone else to whom this is further directed to,
I am writing as part of public comment regarding the COVID crisis and prisoner relief during this time. I am
writing on behalf of my husband, James Tate, whom is currently incarcerated at HDSP. I am writing in hopes
that my husband can be compassionately released or placed on home confinement during this time. Although
he is part of the younger population, he suffers from asthma, which places him at high risk of demise when
faced with the COVID 19. This virus has already entered behind those walls and to say that I am extremely
worried that this make him sick, or even possibly kill him, is an understatement. Unfortunately, this feeling of
concern is only heightened by a previous incident in which the medical staff could have further injured him,
left him paralyzed, or killed him. This leads me to more than question the adequacy of the medical staff at the
facility in the case that the incarcerated population were to become further infected, not to mention the
timeliness of care provided as, in my opinion, is delayed, and at times incompetent.
Director Daniels states that there are no current inmate positive cases. He also states that testing has been
not completed on any inmate in the Nevada Department of Corrections. Therefor, it is impossible to
determine if there are any positive cases. Even if this is accurate, this pandemic is not over. Per Infectious
Disease practitioners, this could be around for some time, perhaps even years from now. In addition,
screening of staff is commendable, however there is a large population of persons who remain asymptomatic
of COVID 19, however, do remain able to spread the virus to others. Also, I would like to believe the
statements made by Director Daniels, but it is impossible for him personally to know all day to day actions of
each pod, in each unit, in each facility. Those infected staff members, could have been in contact with anyone
incarcerated or not, could be contagious for weeks prior to be symptomatic, and leading perhaps to more
asymptomatic carriers. Fifteen test kits and 1020 antibody tests, none of which have been used. Perhaps this
is not because of not needing them, but likely due to incompetence of health care personnel and timeliness of
health care assessments. Some health care personnel employed by NDOC do not even follow basic first aid
procedures or are not competent with such.
Visits were terminated until further notice on March 7, 2020. I would like to mention that I agree with this.
Anything to keep everyone safe. But these free and cheaper calls that were mentioned are irrelevant. Free
calls were provided, two times a week. However, for weeks, those whom were previously able to speak to
family on the phone, were not able. And at times, only 2-3 ten minute maximum phone calls were offered a
week. Also, only three showers a week have been offered. At times, less than that. Also, it was decided that
masks will not be given out to the incarcerated population due to safety concern. It was also determined that
it should be best practice to do so. Other states have also begun this practice, addition to early releasing of
vulnerable populations.
My husbands PED is August of 2021, just 16 months from now. He has completed more than half of his
sentence. My biggest fear is that his sentence, due to his asthma, and other medical conditions, could end up
being a death sentence. These words to not come with ignorance. I am an Intensive Care Unit Registered
Nurse, working with the COVID positive population during this pandemic. I have seen first hand what this
disease is doing to our population, most of whom are in the younger population with preexisting conditions
like my husband.

I understand the decision to release incarcerated individuals out early can not be an easy one. I would like to
strongly reiterate that not only the elderly are at a greater risk, but also those with breathing disorders,
hypertension, diabetes, etc.. Individuals like my husband. My home environment is stable. I have maintained
the same residence since moving to the Las Vegas area in June of 2017, the same regarding my employment. I
am employed in a full time capacity at Dignity Health, St Rose Hospital in Henderson NV. My home is fully
capable and my husband and I are more than willing to cooperate and comply with any home
detention/confinement agreement if it would mean that my husband is safe. There are no drugs or weapons
in my home now, nor have there ever been and I would welcome any search needed to accommodate home
confinement.
I sincerely thank everyone who is in receipt of this letter for any and all consideration regarding this matter.
My husband may be an inmate, but he is a husband, father, and son.
Thank you for your time,

Public Comment #19:
From:
Subject:
Date:

Cindy Alford
Visiting and marriage
Mon 4/13/2020 12:31 PM

question for Director Daniels
My fiancé put in a packet for us to be married back in February and has not been contacted by the chaplain. We are
hoping that the steps to approve our marriage would be taken during this time so that once the quarantine is lifted we
would be able to be married without delay.
Also my visitation application was sent in February and I have not received any response. It would be wonderful to know
that when this all clears I wouldn’t have to wait longer to visit my fiancé.
Are you able to get or keep these processes moving forward again?
Cindy Alford

